
BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 20, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on January 20, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Pat Struble, Bill Foreman, Craig Cousland, James Crowley, Rick Brown, Denis Shumate, Tom Maxwell, and Tom Naasz.  Also present were City Administrator Doug Gerber, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein and Assistant to the City Administrator Stacy Thompson.

Department heads in attendance were Frank Gent, Mike Haeffele and Murray McGee.

Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster wished the new U.S. President good luck.

Councilor Crowley would like to see another proposal put together for Meadowlark Lane after talking with some of the property owners.  He also wondered what had been done with delivery of Senior Center meals.  Mayor Koster has not visited with the Director, but Councilor Struble will see if she can make contact.  Councilor Maxwell thanked the Transportation Department for a great time at the “Kick-off Party”.  Councilors Struble and Shumate echoed his comments.  Councilor Shumate also extended his appreciation to the Isle of Lights for the luncheon.
City Attorney Gantenbein also had a good time at the party.

City Administrator Gerber thought it was a nice evening and the department did a nice job organizing a scavenger hunt.  The Councilors were given information from the Isle of Lights.  A new agenda format is being used that will also be used on the City’s new website.  Gerber passed around some thank you notes.  He also introduced Youth Councilors Amber Engelbert and Cody Hanel.
Gerber presented Raymond Budke with Employee of the Quarter.  Budke was nominated for stepping up and filling in while there were absences in the Transportation Department.  Budke thanked the Council, administration and his co-workers.
Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public.  Bob Severance presented the annual report from the Chautauqua Isle of Lights.  Severance does not believe the Isle of Lights is a tourist attraction, but 10,790 people went through to help celebrate Christmas.  This was the Isle of Lights tenth year and they appreciate the support of the City, especially the electricity.  He requested that the Isle of Lights be able to lease the park again next year.  Councilor Foreman thanked Severance and committee for all the work they do.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of January 6, 2009, Appropriations 2A, and the Airport Advisory Board By-laws.  Councilor Cousland wondered if the Council or the Airport Advisory Board would have final say on non aviation uses at the airport.  To stay consistent with the other boards, the Council would not have the final say, but would be kept in the loop.  Councilor Foreman would like a fee associated with the non aviation use and included in the City’s Fee Schedule.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Shumate, Maxwell, Foreman, Struble, Cousland, Brown, and Naasz.  Nays: None.

Staff recommended that the Council approve Resolution No. 3-2009 authorizing the redemption of the Beloit Medical Center Bonds.  A motion was made by Councilor Cousland and seconded by Councilor Struble to adopt Resolution No. 3-2009.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Naasz, Shumate, Maxwell, Foreman, Struble, Crowley, Brown, and Cousland.  Nays:  None.

The City took bids for the demolition of the structure at 611 W. 3rd Street.  Councilor Foreman wondered if the Doziers would still own the property.  Gerber explained that they will own the property, but the City will put a lien on it.  Additionally, maintenance is up to the property owner, but realistically the City will take care of it.  Attorney Gantenbein added that the City can foreclose on the property and begin a bidding process on the lot.  Mayor Koster commented that Code Enforcement Officer Chris Jones has done a nice job of working with the Doziers.  Councilor Naasz made a motion to approve the bid from Schlaefli Construction in the amount of $7,400.  Councilor Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Maxwell and seconded by Crowley to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Consideration of Specific Personnel Matter of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:36 p.m. and ended at 7:46 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Struble and seconded by Brown to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information for a period of fifteen minutes.  The session included the Governing Body, the City Administrator, and the City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:50 p.m. and ended at 8:05 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Naasz and seconded by Struble to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information for a period of twenty minutes.  The session included the Governing Body, the City Administrator, and the City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 8:07 p.m. and ended at 8:27 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
Councilor Maxwell made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilor Crowley seconded the motion.  Motion carried 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:29 p.m.

The work session began at 8:33 p.m.  Present were Mayor Koster, Councilors Struble, Crowley, Shumate, Maxwell, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Naasz.  Also in attendance were City Administrator Gerber, City Attorney Gantenbein and Assistant to the City Administrator Thompson.

Department heads present were McGee, Haeffelle and Gent.
Correspondence and Staff reports consisted of the Police Department reports and the January 2009 Economic Development Report.  Chief Gent and his staff have put together a new report with better information to support the statistics that are given.  In the future, District Court numbers will also be included.
City Attorney Gantenbein did not have a report.

City Administrator Gerber gave grant updates.  The Airport Environmental Plan public hearing will be at the next City Council meeting.  There will also be an Open House on February 3.  Bids for the taxiway widening project are January 27 and will be on the February 3 Council agenda.  The K-14 project planning is proceeding.  Staff received notice of the 75% KLINK grant for the 2011 project on K-14 South.  City Hall Day is next Wednesday in Topeka.  Volunteers are still wanted for the Weed Advisory Committee.  Councilor Naasz volunteered.  Youth Councilors Engelbert and Hanel gave a report.  The Youth Council is in the process of planning a trip to Washington, D.C.  The trip will not be funded by the City, but by fundraising.  The Youth Council hopes to make the trip in June.
Blue Cross Blue Shield Representative Charlie Krull gave the Council information for renewal.  The City will see a decrease in premiums for the second year in a row.  Staff believes this is due to the emphasis that has been placed on health and use of insurance.  If utilization continues in the same manner, the City will receive a refund check.  Staff will meet with Mr. Krull to have a recommendation ready for the next Council meeting.

The Council then discussed upcoming Capital Improvement Projects.  Staff put together a list of potential projects and the Council prioritized the list.  Continuing on Mill Street is the first priority.  Meadowlark Lane is the second priority depending on the property owner agreement of the City paying for 50% of the storm sewer.  The final project for the upcoming year is to redo the alley behind the Post Office.  The Transportation Department will also have numerous smaller projects.
The new website was then reviewed.  The Council thought that Kevin Marozas and Jeff Hake had done a great job of putting the site together.  Staff will make sure that all the Economic Development information that people are looking for is available on the site.  Staff is also looking into getting email set up for each Councilor so there is another way to contact each of them.

The work session adjourned at 10:07 p.m.

______________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

KERRY BENSON, Director of Finance/City Clerk

