BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 20, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on October 20, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Council President Shumate called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, and James Crowley.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  Mayor Koster was absent.
Department heads in attendance were Ryan Stocker, Murray McGee, Chris Jones, Mike Clark, Lloyd Littrell and Lynn Miller.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Pat Struble reminded everyone of the Halloween Parade/Contest to be held in the downtown area on Halloween.  She also commented that people should take extra take extra measures to protect themselves from the flu.  Councilor Maxwell reported that he has had constituents remark about various speed zones specifically on Hersey near the downtown area and south of the river bridge.
Councilor Crowley thanked the Solomon Valley Veterinarian Hospital for all the care they give the stray animals and working with the city as the city pound.  He also cautioned people to watch out for the kids on Halloween and around the new construction site at the Mitchell County Hospital.  Councilor Cousland reminded the governing body of the upcoming LKM regional supper to be held in Salina.  Mr. Shumate thanked Gary Allen for beautifying the community with the flowers that his business puts out in the fall.

City Administrator Rodden reported on a variety issues including:  1. Land Bank information obtained at the LKM meeting; 2. The City is working with the Technical College on the GIS/GPS program; 3. The railing at the Closet will be installed this week; 4. The Mainstreet Project continues to make progress; 5. He is working on a city debt analysis to determine whether re-financing would be beneficial; 6. The Airport Advisory Board is in the process of reviewing hangar leases.
David Chase expressed his appreciation to Councilor Foreman for being more cooperative and pleasant.  Edie Howard addressed the Governing Body regarding a notice she received about a vehicle she owned.  Chris Jones gave a notice to Ms. Howard indicating the vehicle was abandoned and she questioned why she received the notice as she felt that it didn’t classify as such.  She would like everyone to be treated equally and if there are others in town they should also be notified.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of October 6, 2009, and Appropriations 10B.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Brown, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
Chief Stocker is recommending that the council approve the hiring of K-9 Officer Raymond Houston at Grade 23, Step 4.  Raymond is currently a certified Law Enforcement Officer in the state of Iowa and will attend the Kansas Law Enforcement Center for a 40 hour reciprocity class.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the hiring of K-9 Officer Raymond Houston.  Motion carried 8-0.
The Chamber of Commerce is requesting that the council approve a Special Event License for their Open Season holiday opener on November 5, 2009.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Special Event License for the Chamber of Commerce.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Cousland to approve the bid for a high service pump from Douglas Pump Service in the amount of $3,947.48 plus shipping.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Brown.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:30 p.m.

The work session began at 7:32 p.m.  Present were Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Shumate, Crowley, Maxwell and Foreman.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Gantenbein and City Clerk Kerry Benson.
The department heads present were Lynn Miller, Mike Clark, Murray McGee and Chris Jones.

Upon the request of a couple of councilors, City Attorney Gantenbein distributed a copy of a proposed ordinance regulating the open carrying of firearms on or onto property open to the public within the city limits.  This will be brought back to the council for consideration at a future date.  Mr. Gantenbein also distributed a copy of the sign regulations and rules for the council to review.
Dick Blodgett of Organizational Development Services was present to explain the wage study that was recently completed.  Various aspects of the study were discussed.  Mr. Blodgett not only indicated that he used similar sized governmental agencies to compare with but also local business similar in size.  He also presented a proposal for a Paradigm 2000 Organizational Assessment which would help determine strengths, weaknesses, areas of efficiency and inefficiency, areas of performance and those which require support to reach peak performance.  This proposal will be brought back at the next council meeting for consideration.
Murray McGee addressed the avenues the Chamber of Commerce has explored regarding a Farmer’s Market.  They are still investigating various options to consider and will revisit the issue next spring.

The work session adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
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