BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 3, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on November 3, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Denis Shumate, Bill Foreman, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, and James Crowley.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  
Department heads in attendance were Ryan Stocker, Murray McGee, Lloyd Littrell and Lynn Miller.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster thanked Council President Shumate for running the last council meeting.  She was also thankful that it was a quiet Halloween.
Councilor Maxwell reminded the residents of the Porter House to use the parking lot behind the building, especially with winter coming on.  This will allow the snow plows to go in front of the building where the public parks.  He also reminded the public of the upcoming Veteran’s Day parade on November 11 at 11:00 a.m.  Councilor Cousland wished the Blue Jay and Trojan football teams good luck in the playoffs.  Councilor Naasz reported that the recent regional League supper was well worth the time to attend as LKM staff reported on upcoming legislative issues.
City Attorney Gantenbein reported that the final distribution from the Clinton Topliff Estate was distributed.  The Port Library received $11,823 for a grand total of $187,468. The Police Department received $4,162 for a grand total of $62,699.  The Fire Department received $4,162 for a grand total of $62,699.

City Administrator Rodden reported on a variety issues including:  1. He attended the LKM Regional Supper in Salina which was very informative; 2. The Mainstreet Theater demolition is now complete with only the hole to be filled remaining;  3. Three bids for the K-14 project will be reviewed this week; 4. The debt analysis is complete and it will not be beneficial to refinance; 5. The Closet sidewalk railings are installed; 6. Rural Water District #3 is interested in meeting with the governing body to discuss a potential partnership in exploring alternative water sources.  This will be a part of a future work session.
Mayor Koster opened the public hearing regarding the unfit structure located at 603 N Central at 7:12 p.m.  Theola Holloway, one of the owners of the property, addressed the governing body regarding the family’s plans for the house and shed.  They would like the opportunity to make the necessary repairs to bring the property into compliance as the plans are to renovate the house so they can use it as a vacation home.  Jeff Roberg and Floyd Gentry, property owners on both sides of the house expressed their concerns not only with the conditions of the property but also the conditions of the yard and the fact that it is unsightly with tall weeds and grass.  This property has been a habitat for all kinds of wild animals and they feel it makes the whole neighborhood unsightly.  The public hearing ended at 7:32 p.m.
David Chase presented an article on the former Beloit Juvenile Correctional Facility that has been published in various papers and online regarding the history and closing of the facility.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of October 20, 2009, and Appropriations 11A and a resignation from Fireman John Krone.  A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Cousland to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Brown, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
Ordinance 2069 regarding the practice of carrying loaded or unloaded firearms on city property was presented to the council for adoption.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Naasz to adopt Ordinance 2069.  Councilor Shumate questioned exactly what this ordinance covered.  Attorney Gantenbein indicated that signs could not be placed on all property as there are parks, airport and other structures that would be impossible to properly display the appropriate signage.  David Chase inquired as to what brought up this issue.  Mr. Gantenbein said it was a topic of discussion at the recent LKM meeting in Topeka.  He also indicated that as written this would be a misdemeanor and the judge could set the fine as long as it doesn’t exceed the maximum legal amount.  Max McGaughey of Beloit Gun and Pawn inquired as to if this would apply to customers going out of their vehicles and into his place of business.  Mr. Crowley withdrew his motion and Mr. Naasz withdrew his second.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to table Ordinance 2069.  Attorney Gantenbein will revise the ordinance and bring it back at the next meeting for consideration.
Staff is recommending that Resolution 22-2009 finding that the small shed located at 603 N Central is unsafe, unfit and dangerous for human use or habitation.  A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve Resolution 22-2009.  The property owners have 30 days from the date of the publication of the resolution to complete the demolition and removal of the structure or in the alternative, the owner may submit to the governing body on November 16 plans and specifications to repair, alter or improve the structure.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Brown, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  

A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the bid for tress in the amount of $2,158 from Great Plains Landscape.  This was not the low bid however the consensus was to keep the business local.  Motion carried 7-1.
Bids were recently solicited for electrical materials needed for the K-14 project.  Jerry Blass is recommending the low bid of $8,623.53 from Graybar Electric.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the Graybar Electric bid as recommended.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Shumate seconded by Councilor Cousland to table the wage study until the Paradigm 2000 study has been completed.  Motion carried 8-0.

The Paradigm 2000 contract which provides an organizational assessment has been submitted for approval.  This will be an evaluation tool to be used by administration when implementing an action plan to eliminate weaknesses.  The cost will be $20,400 for the work and an estimated $2,950 for the actual expenses.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the Paradigm 2000 contract.  Motion carried 7-1.

A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney and City Administrator.   Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 8:05 p.m. and ended at 8:15 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Brown.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:17 p.m.

The work session began at 7:18 p.m.  Present were Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Shumate, Crowley, Maxwell and Foreman.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Gantenbein and City Clerk Kerry Benson.
The department heads present were Lloyd Littrell, Ryan Stocker and Murray McGee.
The September Police reports and Quarterly Treasurer’s report were submitted for review.  Chief Stocker reported that he has been talking to KDOT on the speed limit signs on Hersey Avenue near downtown.  The governing body would like to see them change on both sides of the street on the same block.  KDOT will have to conduct a study that will take approximately 4-6 months to complete to determine whether this can be done.
City Administrator Rodden reviewed the electrical rates with the governing body.  Included in the discussion were the franchise fees and the process that these are determined.  Currently the electric franchise fee is 8% of the monthly receipts.  This has depleted the electric reserves over the past few years.  Various alternatives were discussed including lowering the franchise fee, passing the franchise fee on to the customers like other utilities do or increasing the mill levy.  Mr. Rodden will come up with different options and present them at a future council meeting.

The work session adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

______________________________
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