BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 3, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on March 3, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, and Denis Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Doug Gerber, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson. 

Department heads in attendance were Mike Haeffele, Murray McGee and Caite Kendrick.
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster thanked Mike Cooper for his years of service to the Planning Commission.  His knowledge and dedication will be missed.  Mayor Koster introduced Matt Otte.  Mr. Otte was recently appointed to fill a vacancy on the Planning Commission.  She also thanked the Transportation Department for the removal of the speed bumps.
Councilor Crowley thanked the city employees for participating in the employee survey.  The results will be tabulated and given to the employees at a later date.  Councilor Cousland updated the Governing Body on the recent meeting with the library committee as they explored the idea of a partnership with the Library, Technical College and the City.  This has been met with some concern from the Library Board due to the potential location of the building.

Councilor Naasz congratulated the Beloit High School wrestlers for winning 2nd place at state and representing our community well at the tournament.  Mr. Naasz reported on the meeting with Pete Karlin to discuss the weed abatement.  He thanked David Chase for his participation in the meeting.  Progress is being made on coming to a workable solution for all parties involved.   Councilor Struble also congratulated the wrestlers as well as St. John’s and Beloit High School basketball teams.  Councilor Foreman echoed Mayor Koster’s gratitude for the recent street work.
Correspondence and Staff reports consisted of Mike Cooper’s resignation from the Planning Commission.
City Administrator Gerber reviewed the information he distributed prior to the meeting.  This included the Kansas Government Journal and a Governing Body Institute flyer.  He reported that the first Airport Advisory Board meeting would be Tuesday, March 10.  The work has begun on the Municipal Building roof.  Mr. Gerber inquired as to whether the Governing Body would like to revise the current “local preference” bidding process.  The consensus was to leave the policy as is.  The final item to review was the application process for KDOT Stimulus money.  Staff has met with John Cashatt to review possible projects.  Two projects will be combined potentially increasing the possibility of receiving the funds.  These two projects include mill and overlay on North Walnut and West Main Streets.
Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public.  David Chase thanked the governing body for the compliments in dealing with Pete Karlin.  He appreciated the opportunity to be involved with the meeting.  He also commented on Mike Cooper’s resignation.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of February 17, 2009 and Appropriations 3A.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Maxwell, Foreman, and Shumate.  Nays: None.  
Staff is recommending that the council approve a change of zoning from M-P (Mobile Home Park Zone) to R-1 (Single Family Dwelling) for property located at 10th and Walnut.  Mike Cooper originally requested the change of zoning be R-2 (Two Family Dwelling).  However, staff is recommending R-1 as they believe it is the original intent of the project.   Roll call vote:  Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Maxwell, Foreman and Shumate.  Nays:  None.
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Shumate to accept the bid from Old Castle Precast – Vanguard for Mill Street storm sewer materials bid in the amount of $4,536.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Struble and seconded by Crowley to recess into an executive session for the Preliminary Discussion Relating to the Acquisition of Real Property for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:22 p.m. and ended at 7:32 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Maxwell and seconded by Shumate to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:35 p.m. and ended at 7:45 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Struble and seconded by Shumate to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:49 p.m. and ended at 7:59 p.m.  A motion was made by Craig Cousland seconded by Denis Shumate to approve the payment of $6,000 for a retaliation claim made by former employee Charlene Abell.  This claim is to be paid upon receipt of documentation releasing the city from any further claims made by Ms. Abell.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Maxwell and seconded by Crowley to recess into an executive session for the Preliminary Consideration of Specific Personnel Matter of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of thirty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney for the first fifteen minutes.  The last fifteen minutes is to include the Governing Body and City Attorney only.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 8:05 p.m. and ended at 8:35 p.m.  City Administrator Gerber remained in the closed session for the entire thirty minutes.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Shumate and seconded by Maxwell to recess into an executive session for the Preliminary Consideration of Specific Personnel Matter of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 8:42 p.m. and ended at 8:52 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Foreman and seconded by Councilor Shumate. Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:57 p.m.
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