BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 21, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on April 21, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, and Rick Brown.  Also present were City Administrator Doug Gerber, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  Councilors Denis Shumate and Tom Maxwell were absent.
Department heads in attendance were Frank Gent, Murray McGee and Mike Haeffele.
Councilor Crowley gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster expressed her sympathy to Tom Maxwell and his family on the death of his father.  She was pleased to see that the Mill Street Project was once again going.  Mayor Koster had the opportunity to extend a welcome to sixty-three National Guardsman to Beloit.  They are taking a culinary class at the Technical College and have invited all city employees to enjoy a taste of their newly acquired skills with a free meal on Friday.
Councilor Foreman also extended his condolences to Tom Maxwell and his family.
A motion was made by Councilor Cousland and seconded by Pat Struble to nominate Denis Shumate as Council President.  Councilor Naasz made a motion to cease nominations.  Councilor Cousland seconded the motion.  The motion did not pass as there was a dissenting vote by Councilor Brown.  The vote was 5-1.  Councilor Brown made a motion to nominate Pat Struble as Council President.  The motion died for lack of a second.  The motion to nominate Councilor Shumate passed on a vote of 5-1.

City Attorney Gantenbein and City Administrator Gerber had nothing to report.
Gerber presented Nathalie Wessling with Employee of the Quarter.  Wessling was nominated for stepping up and filling in while there were absences in Administration.  Mr. Gerber also mentioned the fact that Nathalie always makes customers feel welcome whether it is on the phone or in person.
Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public.  David Chase addressed the Governing Body and thanked them for doing the business of the city.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of April 7, 2009, Appropriations 4B, Fire Department Officers and Resolution No. 11-2009 Red Flag Rule.  A motion was made by Councilor Foreman and seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Cousland seconded by Councilor Brown to approve Resolution No. 12-2009 confirming City Officer appointments and members of Boards and Commissions.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland and Foreman.  Nays: None.

A motion was made by Councilor Foreman and seconded by Councilor Naasz to grant a 1% cost of living adjustment.  Annually, the CPI index has been taken into consideration to determine the COLA.  This year the index indicated a decrease but the Council wanted to make a good faith effort to recognize the hard work of the employees.  Motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Brown to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information for a period of fifteen minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body and City Attorney.  Motion carried 6-0.  The session began at 7:28 p.m. and ended at 7:43 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Cousland to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body and City Attorney.  Motion carried 6-0.  The session began at 7:45 p.m. and ended at 7:55 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Crowley to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of ten minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body and City Attorney.  Motion carried 6-0.  The session began at 8:00 p.m. and ended at 8:10 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Crowley to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion Related to the Acquisition of Real Property for a period of twenty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Administrator, Community Development Director and City Attorney.  Motion carried 6-0.  The session began at 8:15 p.m. and ended at 8:35 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Crowley.  Motion passed 6-0.  The meeting ended at 8:38 p.m.
The work session began at 8:45 p.m.  Present were Mayor Koster, Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Crowley and Foreman.  Also present were City Administrator Gerber, City Attorney Gantenbein and Director of Finance/City Clerk Benson.
The department heads present were Murray McGee, Frank Gent and Mike Haeffele.
Correspondence and Staff reports consisted of March Police Reports, March Community Development Report, Farmway Grand Opening Invitation, BES Thank You and an EMP2 Article.
City Attorney Gantenbein and City Administrator had nothing to report.
Larry Fouts of Fouts Insurance was present to review the city’s insurance package and some potential changes to the city’s liability coverage.  Mr. Fouts gave a brief overview of the various types of coverage and how they fit our needs.
Chief Gent discussed the re-establishment of the position of Lieutenant in the Police Department.  Chief believes that a command structure that includes a Lieutenant will provide multiple supervisory and administrative benefits to his department.  This will be a future agenda item.
A proposed change to the City’s weed abatement procedures was presented to the Council by Transportation Director Mike Haeffele.  This includes language that provides citizens with the opportunity to apply for a Natural Landscaping Permit.  This will be brought back to the council for consideration at a later date.
The work session adjourned at 9:42 p.m.
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