BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 19, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on May 19, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Pat Struble, Denis Shumate, Tom Maxwell, James Crowley, and Rick Brown.  Also present were Interim Administrator, Jerry Blass, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Deputy City Clerk Mandy Lomax.  Councilor Tom Naasz was absent.
Department heads in attendance were Frank Gent, Caite Kendrick, Mike Haeffele, Murray McGee and Lloyd Littrell.

Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster reported the Administrative office received two thank you notes from Sharon Vera and Judy Wagner regarding Nathalie Wessling and the courteous reception they receive from the front office.  Councilor Cousland suggested the thank you note for Nathalie Wessling be put in her personnel file.  Mayor Koster also said that the youth council service awards are going to be addressed.  Former Council member – Present City employee, John Highland wrote a letter addressing certain city projects proposing issuing $6 million dollars over a 20 year time period to help finance these projects.

Councilor Shumate commented that Mayor Koster and himself attended Department Head meetings with the city staff and was impressed with the city employees.  Also, Councilor Shumate thought Interim Administrator Jerry Blass was doing a stellar job the last couple of weeks.  Mayor Koster and Councilor Shumate also held meetings for the employees and thought that it went well.  Approximately forty-one employees attended the first meeting and no one attended the second one. 
Councilor Struble said that people commented on how pleased they were with the West Side Park, and others commented on how nice the White Building at the Chautauqua Park looked. She thought the Park and Recreation Department did a good job.  Councilor Struble also wanted to congratulate senior and college graduates.

Councilor Maxwell commented about the term “Acting City Administrator,” he did not think that Jerry Blass was acting but was the Administrator and would like the term to be Interim Administrator.

Councilor Brown wanted to remind people that there is going to be a livestock show at the fairgrounds this weekend.  
Councilor Crowley wanted to remind people that school will be getting out the next day and kids will be walking around and to be careful when driving.  Councilor Cousland also wanted to remind people to be careful of kids with school getting out.

City Attorney Gantenbein said he spoke with Larry Gourley who is on the Airport Advisory Board.  Gourley asked if the board could review airport hanger leases before the council acted upon them.

Interim City Administrator Jerry Blass reported that he and Chris Jones had discussed on how well people are doing this year with grass cutting and weed control.

Public hearing for Unfit Structure at 610 N Campbell started at 7:14 p.m. with Josh Blumer.  Josh Blumer purchased the property from David Hunter and had an approximate completion date of September 2009 and estimated $20,000 to renovate the property.  His plans are to then sell the house.  Council Shumate asked if he had written plans at this time; Blumer said a written estimate was on the way.  Council advised that he keep in contact with Chris Jones on upcoming plans.  The hearing ended at 7:16 p.m.

Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public. David Chase asked the council if there were any plans for a council retreat and encouraged one to get thoughts together.  Mayor Koster responded that a retreat might be planned when a new administrator is hired.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of May 5, 2009 and Appropriations 5B.  A motion was made by Councilor Foreman and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Struble, Cousland, Maxwell, Foreman, and Shumate.  Nays: None.  

A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Cousland to approve Resolution 14-2009 Unfit Structure at 310 N Campbell. Roll Call vote: Yeas:  Crowley, Brown, Struble, Cousland, Maxwell, Foreman, and Shumate.  Nays:  None.  

A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Foreman to approve the 2008 Audit to be done by Clubine and Rettele not to exceed $7,000.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and Councilor Shumate Seconded the motion to approve the Meadowlark Lane Storm Sewer at a cost of $30,000.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Cousland and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve Interim City Administrator Jerry Blass’ pay to $1,000 extra per month effective for the month of May until position is filled. Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Shumate to table the Airport Hanger Leases to send to the Airport Advisory Board.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Crowley for Airport Farm Lease Agreement with Jim Litton and Joe Schmitt to increase rent from $45 an acre to $50 an acre until the end of the crop year of 2014.   Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve Cooper Option to purchase 8 building lots for $2,500 per lot.  Motion carried  8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:43 p.m.

The work session began at 7:48 p.m.  Present were Mayor Koster, Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell, Crowley and Foreman.  Also present were Director of Interim City Administrator Jerry Blass, City Attorney Gantenbein, and Deputy City Clerk Mandy Lomax.
The department heads present were Murray McGee, Mike Clark, and Chief Gent.

There was no correspondence to review.

A Blue Cross Blue Shield Refund of approximately $90,000 was presented to the City of Beloit by Charles Krull.  Mr. Krull explained how the refund was calculated.  The Council talked about various options for the refund including whether employees would be interested in their 5% portion of the refund.  Mr. Krull explained how Blue Cross came up with the refund.  He suggested putting it in an employee benefit fund to offset future rate increases as insurance rates tend to increase.

The Library Mill Levy was discussed with Library Board President Rick Larson and Library Director Pat Heidrick present to consider increasing the mill levy to better plan in the future for their budgets.  The council considered raising the mill levy to 9 mills.

Professional Recruitment for hiring a new City Administrator was discussed. Mayor Koster handed out packets for the Council to review with approximately 30 applications.  Mayor Koster also asked to hold a special meeting May 28th to discuss the applications received to date.  Councilor Shumate has asked the League of Municipalities professional help in reviewing the job description for the new City Administrator.

The Right-of-Way Ordinance was discussed with council.  Transportation Director Mike Haeffele has presented the proposed ordinance to City Attorney Gantenbein.  This ordinance would address how organizations will be allowed to place lines, poles, or pipe in the right-of-way.  City Attorney Gantenbein would like to make some changes with how the organizations would tear up the streets, sidewalks, and allies.  He was of the opinion that the organizations should be accountable for the clean-up when their projects are complete.

Chief Gent demonstrated the Voice Analyzer system to the council.  Chief Gent spent a week training on the software.  Chief Gent felt the voice analyzer was less intrusive and just as effective as the polygraph.  The cost of the Voice Analyzer was approximately $8,000.

A brick contract was discussed with Council.  Mike Clark with the Transportation Department was present to review the contract.  A gentleman out of Nebraska wants to purchase all the brick from the city with $3,000 up front.  The council talked about setting a date for local people to buy the bricks and then have the brick available for sale with non-locals.

City/County Consolidation was discussed, Councilor Shumate thought the council should consider sitting down and have a serious discussion over the subject.

The work session adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

______________________________

REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

MANDY LOMAX, Deputy City Clerk

