BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 16, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on June 16, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Denis Shumate, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, and Rick Brown.  Also present were Interim City Administrator Jerry Blass, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  
Department heads in attendance were Frank Gent, Murray McGee, Lloyd Littrell, Caite Kendrick, Mike Clark and Chris Jones.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster thanked the office staff for their efforts in putting together the Customer Appreciation Week.  She announced that Doris Shroyer won the drawing for the free utility bill.  She also commended all staff for their participation with the tours given to the City Administrator candidates.  Mayor Koster encouraged everyone as they passed by the Cookie Ball Field to note the new scoreboard put in place in honor of George Colby.  She also pointed out that the alley between Hersey and Campbell on 7th street needed some pothole work.
Councilors Struble and Maxwell thanked Kelly Kimerer, Barbara Axtell and all those involved with the 8-Man All Star games for their hard work and success.  Mr. Maxwell encourages continued support for the event as other towns would be more than willing to host the games.  Rick Brown also thanked those involved with the 8-Man games as well as the continued support for the Solomon Valley Raceway.
Councilor Foreman mentioned the fact that the Governing Body was misinformed at the Special Council meeting held on June 3, 2009 on open meetings regulations.  It was brought to the attention by a concerned citizen that the names of candidates that were being interviewed for the City Administrator position by phone needed to be included in who is involved with the closed session. 
Councilor Crowley commented that the money spent on the bunker rake was well worth it as the ball fields look great.  Councilor Naasz echoed Mr. Crowley’s comment and also thanked Stacy Palmer for his work on the fields also.
Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public.  David Chase addressed the Governing Body concerning the comments made by Councilor Foreman.  He indicated he would be filing a KOMA violation.  He wanted to encourage the new administrator to take a look at developing an Emergency Operating Plan.  Rod Pearson inquired as to when the next city wide clean-up would be.  Mayor Koster indicated that if there were to be one, it wouldn’t be until the fall.  Barbara Axtell thanked the city employees who fixed the rope on the flag pole at the football stadium for the 8-Man games.
Mayor Koster opened the public hearing regarding street improvements on Cottonwood Street.  The hearing started at 7:14 and ended at 7:15.  There were no comments.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of June 2, 2009, the special meeting minutes of June 3, 2009 and Appropriations 6B.  A motion was made by Councilor Cousland and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Shumate seconded by Councilor Cousland to adopt Ordinance No. 2061 Street Assessments for Cottonwood Street in the amount of $68,775.00.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Struble to adopt Resolution No. 16-2009 confirming city officer appointments.  The appointments include Todd Kimminau to the Planning Commission and Jeff Bates to the Recreation Board.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  

Staff is recommending that Resolution No. 17-2009 Waiver of GAAP Accounting be adopted.  Attorney Gantenbein indicated this would be brought back to the council in the form of a charter ordinance to consider at a later date.  A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Foreman to adopt Resolution No. 17-2009.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.
The federal minimum wage is scheduled to change on July 24 to $7.25 per hour.  Staff is recommending that the base hourly rate for seasonal employees be increased by $.70 per hour.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Crowley to increase the base hourly rate by $.70 per hour.  Motion carried 8-0.
Phases 1, 2 and 3 for the Moritz Memorial Airport Improvement project Consulting Agreement from HWS Consulting Group, Inc. was presented to the Council for approval.  These phases include the cost of surveying the tracts to be taken to get legal descriptions.  A motion was made by Councilor Shumate seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Consulting Agreement with HWS Consulting Group in the amount of $13,780.00.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the addendum to the contract with Mike Cooper for the purchase of the lot located south of the Systems Operations Building and the Armory.  The key differences include:  1. the purchase price of $20,000 will no longer be divided into eight lot payments but rather the balance of $17,500 will be paid on the closing date.  2.  Section 10 of the addendum extends the completion date from December 2016 to December 31, 2018.  3.  Section 5 changes possession from upon execution of payment to time of closing.  Section 11 states Mr. Cooper is responsible for the platting/subdividing the property into useable lots.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Shumate to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of twenty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney Interim City Administrator, Chief Gent and Lieutenant Stocker.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:29 p.m. and ended at 7:49 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of twenty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney and Interim City Administrator.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:52 p.m. and ended at 8:12 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Brown.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:13 p.m.
The work session began at 8:15 p.m.  Present were Mayor Koster, Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Shumate, Maxwell, Crowley and Foreman.  Also present were Interim City Administrator Blass, City Attorney Gantenbein and Director of Finance/City Clerk Benson.
The department heads present were Murray McGee, Frank Gent, Caite Kendrick, Lloyd Littrell, Chris Jones and Mike Clark.
Correspondence and Staff reports consisted of the May Police Department Reports, the June Community Development Report and the May Library Board Minutes.  

City Attorney Gantenbein reported that Jerry Dean has entered into an agreement with Gerald and Maggie Harr to purchase the property located at 114 E Main.

Interim City Administrator Blass had nothing to report.

The proposed natural landscape ordinance was brought back for discussion.  The consensus is to have Mr. Gantenbein review the findings of the settlement and bring back a recommendation as to whether to proceed or not with the ordinance.
Recreation Director Caite Kendrick is requesting that the Tree Board membership be changed from 7 members as residents of the City to 5 members as residents and 2 being eligible to live outside the City limits.  This allows for a broader base to choose from as it is sometimes difficult to fill those positions.  In addition to the membership change, other changes were discussed, in particular the types of trees that would be planted.  This will be brought back at a future meeting for action.
The issues of vandalism at the various parks within the City have become a problem.  Chief Gent and Caite Kendrick have discussed the situation and are recommending that the parks be closed from 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.  This would allow law enforcement to have cause to ask people to leave the park.  Consideration would be given to campers and special events.
Chief Gent presented information regarding the purchase of voice analyzers.  The company is asking for $1,000 to continue with the software through the end of the year.  In turn, the $1,000 would be applied towards the purchase of the system in 2010.  It was the consensus of the Governing Body that this would be worth the investment and it is important to keep up with the latest technology.
At the request of a couple of Councilors, the all-terrain and off-road vehicle ordinance and supplement ordinance were brought before the Governing Body to review.  Specific issues were increasing the age limit to operate these types of vehicles and also allowing citizens to drive four-wheelers to and from work.  Attorney Gantenbein included a copy of an ordinance that would combine the regulation of all-terrain vehicles in addition to golf carts.  This will be brought back for discussion at a later date.

The Chamber of Commerce is applying for a cereal malt beverage license and a special event license.  They will be hosting a street dance in conjunction with the annual Sidewalk Sale on July 24.  The location is changing from the last couple of years as well as the fact that the Chamber will be hosting the beer garden.  Formal action will be taken on this issue at the first meeting in July.

An interlocal agreement between the City, County and School District has been drafted for consideration.  This agreement solidifies the cooperation between the three entities in supporting the operation of the Beloit Juvenile Correctional Facility.  

A proposed truck route for Farmway Coop Elevator harvest truck traffic was discussed with Attorney Gantenbein, Jerry Blass and Farmway Coop.  A map of the agreed upon route was attached and reviewed.  If damages are incurred on the streets that aren’t officially designated as truck routes, Farmway Coop has agreed to share in the cost of repairing such streets.  Attorney Gantenbein indicated that Chief Gent can temporarily establish truck routes for a period of 90 days.  
The work session adjourned at 9:43 p.m.

______________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

KERRY BENSON, Director of Finance/City Clerk

