BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 2, 2009

The Beloit City Council met in regular session on June 2, 2009 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Bill Foreman, Denis Shumate, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, and Rick Brown.  Also present were Interim City Administrator Jerry Blass, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  
Department heads in attendance were Frank Gent, Murray McGee, Lloyd Littrell, Caite Kendrick, and Mike Haeffele.  Mike Clark and Chris Jones were also present.
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster indicated there is an amended agenda that includes a closed session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel.  She was thankful for the recent moisture we received.  She also congratulated the Relay for Life Teams for their successful fund raising efforts in their Walk for Life.  
Councilor Struble reminded those who put up garage sale signs throughout the town to please take them down after the sale is done.  She also asked the people pay extra attention to the children on bicycles.  Councilors Maxwell and Shumate expressed their appreciation for the work that the police department does for the community.  Bill Foreman thanked the city crews for the hard work in preparation for the Memorial Day weekend and making the city look beautiful.  Councilor Cousland thanked Murray McGee for being the driving force behind the article highlighting Beloit in The Salina Journal.
City Attorney Gantenbein reported that he met with Jerry Blass, Denis Shumate and Brad Waller of HWS to review the airport project. 

Mayor Koster asked for comments from the public.  Lisa Thompson reported on the Relay for Life held in Chautauqua Park.  The Relay was a huge success raising approximately $53,000.  She indicated that she ran into a couple of problems with setup the day before but with the help of Morgan Harris and Nathalie Wessling, the problems were addressed.  She expressed her appreciation to the both of them for their willingness to help in addition to going above and beyond the call of duty.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of May 19, 2009, the special meeting minutes of May 28, 2009, Appropriations 6A, Resolution No. 15-2009 Setting a Public Hearing for Street Improvements and approval of Firefighter Adam Thompson.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Crowley to recess into an executive session for Attorney-Client Privileged Information for a period of thirty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney and Interim City Administrator for the first ten minutes and without Jerry Blass for the remaining twenty minutes.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:20 p.m. and ended at 7:50 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
Mayor Koster announced that the Police Department, Fire Department and Port Library received money from the Clinton Topliff Estate.  The Police and Fire Departments each received $58,537.21 and the Port Library received $175,611.60.  Attorney Gantenbein indicated that this was the majority of the money with the possibility of a smaller distribution at a later date.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Brown to set up Capital Improvement Trust Funds for the Police Department and Fire Department for future expenses.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Shumate to recess into an executive session for Preliminary Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel for a period of fifteen minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney and Interim City Administrator.  Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:52 p.m. and ended at 8:12 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Naasz to rescind Charter Ordinance No. 9 and Adopt Charter Ordinance No. 11 increasing the Library Mill Levy to 7 mills.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Cousland, Shumate, Maxwell and Foreman.  Nays: None.  

A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Struble.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.
The work session began at 8:35 p.m.  Present were Mayor Koster, Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Shumate, Maxwell, Crowley and Foreman.  Also present were Interim City Administrator Blass, City Attorney Gantenbein and Director of Finance/City Clerk Benson.
The department heads present were Murray McGee, Frank Gent, Caite Kendrick, Lloyd Littrell and Mike Haeffele.  Chris Jones and Mike Clark were also present.
Correspondence and Staff reports consisted of a Project Graduation Thank You.  

City Attorney Gantenbein and Interim City Administrator Blass had nothing to report.

Chris Jones updated the Governing Body on the two unfit structures he has been working with.  The first is the building belonging to Jerry Dean.  There is a potential buyer for this building and Mr. Jones requested that time be extended until the next council meeting to proceed with the next step.  Mr. Jones has not heard anything from Ron Boden.  Mr. Boden was given until the end of spring, June 21 to show progress on the building.  Chris is preparing the final notice as he has not heard anything from Mr. Boden.
The Senior Center is requesting that staff help deliver meals.  This is currently done for the hospital Meals on Wheels for a period of three weeks throughout the year.  It was consensus that since three weeks are given to Meals on Wheels, the equivalent of three weeks be given to the Senior Center.
Transportation Director Mike Haeffele reviewed the future capital improvement projects which included two KLINK projects on K-14 south and K-14 north.  These two projects will take place in 2010 and 2011.  He is recommending that instead of doing three blocks on Mill Street, that just one should be done for 2010 and 2011.  The CIP projects will require significant funding that will take a good portion of the CIP funds.  He wanted the Governing Body to keep that in mind when budget discussions take place. 

Chris Jones discussed the possibility of contracting for the mowing that the Transportation Department and Parks and Recreation Departments have done in the past.  This would be for the properties that are not currently being taken care of by the owners.  It has been difficult for these departments to be able to find the time to take care of these additional properties as this is their busy season.  A contract is being developed and reviewed by the City Attorney and will be brought back to the Council for future consideration.  

The natural landscape ordinance was brought back to the Council for review.  Various options were discussed such as assessing an annual permit fee, forming an advisory committee, maintenance plans and criteria to be met.  This will be revised and brought back to the Council.

Kendal Francis updated the Governing Body on the various options to improve the water quality and the approximate costs of those options.  Staff is working with the current process to come up with cost effective solutions.

The hospital is considering purchasing the property to the west of the Historical Museum.  They have inquired as to whether the city would be willing to cooperate with their future plans of the property.  This property is listed on the National Historical Register and City Attorney Gantenbein indicated that all plans must be approved by them before proceeding. 

Councilor Shumate reported that Charles Frodsham is looking into improving acoustics in the gymnasium and the costs associated with this project.  He will be getting back with Mr. Shumate with his findings.   He also said that in the near future the employee survey will be reviewed with employees at a staff meeting.  Mr. Shumate updated everyone on the progress for the recruitment of a City Administrator.

James Crowley requested that the Governing Body review the ordinance relating to the scooters and the current age limit.  He would like to see the minimum age increased.  This will be brought back for future consideration.  
The work session adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

______________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

KERRY BENSON, Director of Finance/City Clerk

