BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 19, 2010
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on January 19, 2010 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Denis Shumate, Tom Naasz, Bill Foreman and James Crowley.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  
Department heads in attendance were Lynn Miller, Mike Clark, Ryan Stocker and Murray McGee.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster indicated that there was a revised agenda adding a resolution for a mayoral appointment.  Mayor Koster reminded everyone that the filing deadline for city council is January 26, 2010 at noon.
Councilor Shumate thanked the city crews for removing the shed at 603 N Central.  Councilor Maxwell thanked the Parks and Recreation staff for the much needed repairs and fresh coat of paint at the Economy Shop.  Councilor Struble complimented the Chamber on their annual banquet and the speaker.  Councilor Cousland reminded people of the city council filing deadline on February 26.  He would really like to see people step forward and serve.  Councilor Shumate publicly acknowledged Ruth Wilburn’s 100th birthday she recently celebrated.
City Administrator Rodden reported on a variety issues including:  1. The Airport Advisory Board met recently and discussed the 5 year expansion plan in addition to the airport leases.  They will be bringing the leases to the council in the near future for approval.  2.  Mr. Rodden will be contacting the Librarian Rachel Malay to set up a joint meeting in February with the city council and the library board to discuss future plans for the library.  3.   A snow fence has been installed at the old Mainstreet Theater.  4.  The repairs at the Economy Shop are completed and it will open for business on January 25.  5.  Mr. Rodden commented in response to the Salina Journal article on the recent murders in Beloit.  He indicated that the Police Department is doing everything they can to solve the crimes.
David Chase addressed the council regarding the issue he has with a city employee.  He indicated he will wait until the new Governing Body is in place and address the issue at that time.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of January 5, 2010 and Appropriations 1B.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Foreman seconded by Councilor Struble to approve Resolution 4-2010 appointing Denis Shumate, James Crowley and Tom Naasz as members of the Public Building Commission.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  

A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve Resolution 5-2010 appointing Jeri Bates to fill the unexpired term of Linda Duntz on the Library Board.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Foreman, Brown and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  

Staff is recommending that the council approve the bid from Digital Ally in the amount of $11,985 for patrol car cameras.  The cameras currently being used continue to have troubles and need replacing.  A motion was made by Councilor Cousland seconded by Brown to approve the purchase of patrol car cameras from Digital Ally in the amount of $11,985.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Struble.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:20 p.m.

The Public Building Commission held their annual meeting prior to the work session.  The purpose of this meeting was to elect officers and adopt the By-Laws.  Rick Ensz was available to answer any questions and explain the process to the Commissioners and Governing Body.
The work session began at 7:40 p.m.  Present were Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Crowley, Foreman, Maxwell and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Gantenbein and City Clerk Kerry Benson.
The department heads present were Lynn Miller, Mike Clark and Murray McGee.
The January Community Development Report included in the correspondence and staff reports.

Harry Gantenbein reported that he is working on the airport easements.  The FAA will have final approval of these easements.  Mr. Gantenbein indicated that $150,000 is available in funding this year for the 5-year airport expansion plan.

Mr. Rodden informed the Governing Body that he has been contacted by a local business owner regarding parking in front of their business.  He would like to have 30 minute parking signs as employees and clients from other businesses are parking in front of the business from a half day to a full day.  Attorney Gantenbein indicated that an ordinance would have to be passed in order for this change to happen.
Dick Blodgett of Organizational Development was present to review the Paradigm 2000 Phase I results.  He explained that this study enables the Governing Body to get a good overview of the organization and to help the department heads evaluate the strengths and weakness of their departments.  Mr. Blodgett is recommending that the remaining four departments participate in Paradigm 2000 Phase II study as to ensure everyone has the same information and is working toward the same goals.  This will be brought to the council at the next meeting for approval.

Housing Developers are looking for property within the community to purchase for the construction of new houses.  These houses will be intended for first time home owners/young families.  The developers are working through the Federal Affordable Housing Program.  The families would have to meet an income requirement in order to be eligible to qualify for the program.  The houses would be leased for the first 15 years and then ownership would transfer to the tenant and the last 15 years would be mortgaged.  The developers are interested in city owned property located at 3rd and Mill Street.  The Governing Body indicated they were interested in selling the property as housing is needed within the community.

The work session adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

______________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

KERRY BENSON, Director of Finance/City Clerk

