BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 19, 2010
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on February 19, 2010 in the Council Chambers.  Council President Denis Shumate called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, Bill Foreman and James Crowley.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  Mayor Koster was absent from the meeting.
Department heads in attendance were Lynn Miller, Mike Clark, Chris Jones, Jerry Blass, Lloyd Littrell and Murray McGee.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

James Crowley thanked Frank Delka for stepping up and running as a write-in candidate for the 4th Ward.

City Administrator Rodden reported that he met with the Library Board and they would like to have a joint meeting with the governing body shortly after the elections to discuss the future of the library.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of February 2, 2010, Appropriations 2B and Ordinance 2072 Cemetery Endowment Fund.  This ordinance clarifies the purpose and function of the fund.  A motion was made by Councilor Foreman and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Crowley to approve Resolution 7-2010 KMEA Electric Firm Energy.  This contract replaces the previous one with Aquila for the purchasing of power.   Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  

Resolution 8-2010 Supporting Local Magistrate Judges was considered.  The State of Kansas is considering increasing the size of the Judicial Districts to reduce expenses.  This would make it difficult for our law enforcement to obtain timely warrants in addition to other timely information.  A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Cousland to approve Resolution 8-2010.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
Staff is recommending that the council approve the health insurance quote for health insurance from Blue Cross and Blue Shield in the approximate amount of $603,550.  This amount will vary somewhat due to staff changes and classifications.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Foreman to approve the Blue Cross and Blue Shield insurance quote.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Maxwell to approve the uniform bid from Ameripride in the estimated amount of $7,090.90.  This amount is estimated due to the fact that items chosen vary.  Motion carried 8-0.
The Chautauqua Isle of Lights committee is requesting that the City approve the annual agreement allowing the CILI to use the park for their annual Christmas lights display.  The governing body agreed that this is a great draw for our community as well as bringing people together working towards a common goal.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the agreement with the Chautauqua Isle of Lights.  Motion carried 8-0.

Administrator Rodden is recommending that the council approve the proposal for Construction Engineering Services for the North K-14 project with Schwab-Eaton PA in the amount of $140,952.  This includes but is not limited to the design work, bid preparation and construction management.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Cousland.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Maxwell to recess into an executive session for preliminary discussion relating to the acquisition of real property for a period of thirty minutes.  The session is to include the Governing Body, City Attorney, City Administrator and Murray McGee.   Motion carried 8-0.  The session began at 7:35 p.m. and ended at 8:05 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Maxwell and seconded by Councilor Struble.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 8:07 p.m.

The work session began at 8:08 p.m.  Present were Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Crowley, Foreman, Maxwell and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Gantenbein and City Clerk Kerry Benson.
The department heads present were Chris Jones and Murray McGee.
The February Community Development Report was the only report presented.  Murray McGee reported that the developers of the housing project met the state deadline for submitting their application.  He also indicated that the House of Representatives voted unanimously to return the former Correctional Facility property back to the City of Beloit.  This will now be sent to the Governor for his signature. 
Chris Jones presented a draft of a contract for independent contractor for lot clearing and mowing services.  This approach saved the city money last year as it would have been more expensive using staff time and equipment.  The cost incurred will first be billed to the property owner and if not paid, will be assessed to the property owners’ taxes.  The consensus was to continue with this method at the direction of Code Enforcement Officer Chris Jones.  
Mr. Jones prepared a request for quotations for contractor clean-up (abatement) to review.  This would allow the contractor, under the direction of the Code Enforcement Officer, to clean-up the properties that are not being maintained by the property owners.  It is the same concept as the independent contractor for mowing following the same payment collection method.  This would shorten the time period from the date of notice to the date of clean-up.  In addition, it allows staff to continue working on various street projects.  This would be on an as need basis only.
The work session adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
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