BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 2, 2010
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on March 2, 2010 in the Council Chambers.  Council President Denis Shumate called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Craig Cousland, Rick Brown, Tom Maxwell, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, Bill Foreman and James Crowley.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Harry Gantenbein, and Director of Finance/City Clerk Kerry Benson.  Mayor Koster was absent from the meeting.
Department heads in attendance were Lynn Miller, Ryan Stocker, Chris Jones, Jerry Blass, Lloyd Littrell and Murray McGee.  
Councilor Maxwell gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Councilors Crowley, Struble and Shumate thanked all those who were involved with the process and work in testifying before the Senate and House of Representatives on behalf of the City in receiving the former Correctional Facility property.  Councilor Shumate thanked Senator Lee in particular as she was the driving force in making this happen. 
City Administrator Rodden reported that interviews took place on Monday for the Transportation Operator position and that a tentative offer has been given.  Interviews for the Wastewater Operator position will take place on Friday.
The Consent Agenda consisted of the meeting minutes of February 16, 2010, Appropriations 3A and Ordinance 2073 Exempting Certain Property from Ad Valorem Taxation for Economic Development Purposes for Icon Industries, Inc.  Councilor Shumate requested that the Ordinance be considered separately.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the minutes of the February 16 meeting and Appropriations 3A.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Cousland to adopt Ordinance 2073 Exempting Certain Property from Ad Valorem Taxation for Economic Development Purposes for Icon Industries, Inc.  This will allow for a 60% tax abatement in its fifth year of ten.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Struble to approve Resolution 9-2010 Waiver of GAAP Accounting for the calendar year 2009.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Crowley, Naasz, Shumate, Struble, Cousland, Brown, Foreman and Maxwell.  Nays: None.  
Chief Stocker is recommending that the council hire Lowell Hawk as a reserve police officer at a rate of $10 per hour.  Mr. Hawk will perform police department duties on an as need basis.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Crowley to hire Lowell Hawk as a reserve police officer.  Motion carried 8-0.
Staff is recommending that the council approve the mower bid from Carrico Implement in the amount $10,250 with trade in.  This mower will be used at the cemetery.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Foreman to approve the purchase of the mower from Carrico Implement.  Motion carried 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz seconded by Councilor Cousland to approve Amendment No. 1 to the Natural Gas Management Agreement with KMEA.  The only change in the original agreement is the marketing service fee.  The current fee charged is not in line with the services they render.  Motion carried 8-0.
Lloyd Littrell recently received bids for fuel nozzle tips to rebuild the injectors on engines #3 and #4.  He is recommending the low bid of $6,035.75 from Mid-Continent Sales.  A motion was made by Councilor Maxwell seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the bid from Mid-Continent Sales in the amount of $6,035.75.  Motion carried 8-0.

A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Cousland and seconded by Councilor Foreman.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:17 p.m.

The work session began at 8:18 p.m.  Present were Councilors Struble, Brown, Cousland, Naasz, Crowley, Foreman, Maxwell and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Gantenbein and City Clerk Kerry Benson.
The department heads present were Lynn Miller, Ryan Stocker, Jerry Blass, Lloyd Littrell, Chris Jones and Murray McGee.
The Tree Board presented a Pine Wilt Management Program for consideration.  They have been working with Scott Chapman, Post Rock Extension Agent and Jim Strine, District Forester on a plan that can help control the spread of pine wilt.  Mr. Strine indicated that they have been monitoring the area for the past 3-4 years.  He indicated that this can reduce the impact of the disease before trees are lost.  He is recommending that the Pine Wilt Program be approved and implemented at the next council meeting.  
Lynn Miller and Chris Jones have been working on a revision to the current Tree Board Ordinance.  The revision as presented for review would eliminate Section 16 Arborists License and Bond and replace it with Section 16 Right of Entry.  This will allow the city entry rights on private property if there is reasonable cause to believe that certain trees constitute a hazard to life and property, or harbor insects or disease which constitutes a potential threat to other trees in the city.  The Governing Body will consider this amendment at a future council meeting.
Stuart Porter of Schwab-Eaton prepared a preliminary cost estimate for a water line running from Waconda Lake to Beloit along with a potential layout of where the line would be placed.  He indicated that he has talked with representatives from Rural Water District #3 and they have expressed a great deal of interest in partnering with city in finding alternative water sources.  They would also like to make the city their permanent/primary water source.  The water line would conserve water as there would be a significant decrease in water loss.  Mr. Porter has estimated the cost of the project to be approximately $2,129,400.  He is recommending that the city apply for an increase in water rights as we have over-pumped our water rights by 10% over the last 14 out of 25 years.  The Governing Body would like staff to continue studying this alternative and bring back additional information regarding the proposed raw water transmission line.
Murray McGee informed the Governing Body that the Governor signed SB357 transferring the former Correctional Facility property back to the City of Beloit.  It is anticipated that the city will acquire the property as early as the end of April at which time the city will be responsible for costs associated with maintaining the property.  There are many ideas being considered for the use of the property.  Staff will continue to work with the various interested parties.
The work session adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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