BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 18, 2011
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on January 18, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Tom Naasz, Pat Struble, Matt Otte, Rick Brown, Denis Shumate, Frank Delka, and James Crowley. Also present were, City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  
Department heads in attendance were Lynn Miller, Murray McGee, Chris Jones, and Lloyd Littrell.
Mayor Koster gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster thanked the City crews for the snow removal.  Matt Otte wanted to encourage people to visit the beloitpool.com.  
City Administrator Rodden reported on the following items:  1. North Campus Steering Committee met last week and will meet next week working on zoning issues.  2.  Power plant cooling tower have not heard anything from Wilson & Company.  3.  New city pool project has had 392 surveys online right now.  The pool committee scheduled another public information meeting for February 13, 2011.  4.  Deputy City Clerk interviews are scheduled Wednesday the 19th and Thursday the 20th.  5.  Police Chief Ryan Stocker will be working on a part time basis starting Monday the 24th.  6.  City Administrator Rodden asked for volunteers from the council to be apart of the search committee for the new Department head positions for the Electric and Water-waste water departments.  Volunteers were Councilor Rick Brown, Bob Richard, and James Crowley.  City Administrator Rodden will be on the search committee as well.  7.  Water projects with Rural Water District #3; City Administrator Rodden has been talking with Rural Water District #3 to see if it was possible for the City to supply water for Rural Water District #3.  They use approximately 100 million gallons per year.  
A public hearing was held for unfit structures located at 316 & 320 W 3rd starting at 7:15 p.m.  Local resident, Rodger Budke, lives nearby the structures and expressed his safety concerns to the council.  Mr. Budke said that he has lived by the property for over 30 years and there has been little to no maintenance done to those properties, the sidewalks are terrible, siding is coming lose, roof looks to be in terrible shape.  The doors are not locked and kids go inside these structures to play.  Code Enforcement Officer Chris Jones said that he regretted that the property owner was not in attendance to assist the council in resolving the issue.  He explained to Council that he had not gotten a response from the property owner and asked Council if to consider Resolution 3-2011 tonight ordering the property owner to either remove or repair properties.  Jones was asked if the length of time to be given to the property owner could be shortened from 60 days to 30 days.  Jones explained that it would take nearly 60 days to coordinate the demolition or restoration of the properties with contractors.  Jones explained to council that the process of addressing unfit or dangerous structures by the city was guided by state statutes and was giving the property owner legal due process.  When asked what the cost of demolition would be Jones said that his estimate was approximately $15,000.00 per building or about $30,000 for the property.  Jones said that the cost of demolition to the city would be assessed to the property owner who would have 30 days to pay the bill.  If the assessment is not paid in that time the costs would be certified to the property taxes on that property.

Ralph and Diane Pahls also live near the structures and they too expressed their concern of safety to the council.  Mr. Pahls told Council that he has chased kids off the landing of one buildings looked like it is about to fall down.  Diane Pahls expressed her concerns of kids encountering wild animals that have made homes in these buildings and placing unnecessary liability to the city if somebody got hurt.  City Attorney Odle said the building owner would be liable if someone was to get hurt on those properties.  David Chase addressed the Council and asked them if there was any way to block off the buildings to the public.  Jones explained that any physical act by the city to make the properties more compliant could invite liability.  Public hearing ended at 7:34 p.m.

The Consent Agenda consisted of January 4th, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes and Appropriations 1B.  A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Delka to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas:  Brown, Shumate, Naasz, Struble, Otte, Delka, Richard, and Crowley.  Nays: None.  

Resolution 3-2011 Unfit Structures 316 & 320 West 3rd was presented to Council for approval.  This resolution directs the owner of the property to either repair or remove the structures located on that property.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Otte to approve Resolution 3-2011 Unit Structures 316 & 320 West 3rd.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Crowley, Brown, Naasz, Struble, Delka, Richard, Otte, and Shumate.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending Council approve the Library Lease Agreement for the North Campus Cafeteria.   A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the Library Lease Agreement for the North Campus Cafeteria.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays: None.
A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Brown to adjourn the Council Meeting.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:41 p.m.
The work session began at 7:41 p.m.  Present were Councilors Brown, Delka, Struble, Richard, Crowley, Naasz, Otte, and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.

Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee and Lynn Miller.
John Devine was present to discuss with Council about goal setting.  Mr. Devine was happy to see the Library Lease on this agenda.  The Council feels that the North Campus is progressing and has a thirteen member Steering Committee that is going to have a strategic plan by April.  Mr. Devine suggested that the Council let the Steering Committee know that the plans should have specific goals and time frames on the report.  Other topics Mr. Devine discussed with Council were replacement of water lines, reserves for utility funds, utility rates, and affordable housing.
Rick Ensz was present to discuss with Council the steps that need to be taken to place the new pool on the ballot for a vote this summer.  He included a schedule in Council packets with dates and explained what sunset and not sunset meant regarding sales tax.
Educational Assistance Program that is in the personal policy manual was discussed and is to be brought back to Council next meeting to have a cap of $5,250.00 for each employee to pay for tuition and books.

The Educational Assistance Program that is in the personnel policy manual was discussed and is to be brought back to the next Council meeting to have a cap of $5,250.00 for each employee to pay for tuition and books. 

Work Session Ended 8:22 p.m.
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