BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 15, 2011
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on February 15, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Frank Delka, Matt Otte, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, Rick Brown, Bob Richard, and Denis Shumate. Also present were, City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  
Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee, Ronnie Sporleder, and Mike Haeffele.
Councilor James Crowley gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster thanked the City crews for the snow removal.  Councilor Otte thanked everybody for coming out to the public meetings.  Councilor Delka thanked the City crews for doing a good job keeping the streets clean.  Councilor Crowley said the Power Plant had to run their engines because Holton had trouble and he highlighted that the weather was 5 degrees below zero and the Power Plant still had to run the cooling fans to keep the engines cool.  Councilor Crowley stated the importance of looking into new cooling towers to keep the Power Plant running.  Councilor Crowley also said the pool meeting for the public was very good; they went over designs and pros and cons about pool location options.  Councilor Crowley also said that there is another public meeting about the pool scheduled for May 2011.  Councilor Brown asked City Administrator Rodden about the progress of the cooling towers.  City Administrator Rodden said he met with Wilson and Company about the cooling tower contract that was made about 6 years ago.  Wilson and Company found approximately 90% of the information from 6 years ago and instructed Wilson and Company to move forward with the contract.  Councilor Richard thought the street crew did a great job with the snow removal.  Councilor Struble thanked individuals who got their Bobcats out to help remove snow the City crews didn’t have time to get done.
City Administrator Rodden reported on the following items:  1. The Pool Project:  City Administrator Rodden handed Council four different pool designs.  City Administrator Rodden said there were two locations to choose from the North Campus and the existing location at Chautauqua Park.  The public meeting for the pool had good turn outs and City Administration Rodden said once the pricing is set for the pool that the City could not exceed costs wants established.  2. Steering Committee meeting last week and another meeting is scheduled for the next day for the public.
The Consent Agenda consisted of January 18, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes and Appropriations 2A and 2B.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas:  Brown, Shumate, Otte, Struble, Naasz, Delka, Crowley, and Richard.  Nays: None.  

Ordinance 2086 Tax Exemption of ICON Industries, Inc. was brought to Council for approval.  The tax exemption would allow ICON Industries to be exempt for ad valorem taxation for a term of ten years subject to annual review. A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Crowley to approve Ordinance 2086.  Roll call vote:  Yeas: Naasz, Delka, Richard, Shumate, Brown, Crowley, Otte, and Struble.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending Council approve the Educational Assistance Policy.  The revised Educational Assistance policy would put a yearly limit of $5,250.00 per year.    A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Struble to approve the revised Educational Assistance policy.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays: None.
Staff is recommending Council approve a Pole bid from Kriz-Davis for $19,907.60.  The poles are needed to change out bad poles over the next few years.  A motion was made by Councilor Richard and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the Pole bid.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays:  None.
A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Richard to adjourn the Council Meeting.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:35 p.m.
The work session began at 7:35 p.m.  Present were Councilors Brown, Delka, Struble, Richard, Crowley, Naasz, Otte, and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.

Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee and Mike Haeffele.
Bob Severance with the Isle of Lights presented an overview of the 2010 Chautauqua Isle of Light for the Council.  Mr. Severance stated the Isle of Lights was successful despite vandalism that occurred Christmas morning and the inordinate amount of repairs of existing displays this year.  Mr. Severance gave a hand out to Council showing different town and states that attended the Isle of Lights this year.  The total visitors were 11,692.
Charles Krull with Blue Cross Blue Shield was present to explain health insurance renewal this year for April 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012.  Mr. Krull explained that there was a 21% increase in health insurance premiums this year.  The City currently pays approximately $629,000 per year for premiums and the increase would be approximately $774,000 per year if the City stayed on the same plan.  Mr. Krull said the reason for the premium increase was due the health care reform and considerably large claims that were paid out this year.  Blue Cross Blue Shield had a loss ratio of 118% with the City insurance and paid out considerably more in claims than what was received in premiums this year.  Mr. Krull had four other health care options to choose from and explained the benefits of each plan.
Work Session Ended 8:55 p.m.

_____________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

AMANDA LOMAX, City Clerk
