BELOIT CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

February 23, 2011
The Beloit City Council met in special session on February 23, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Frank Delka, Matt Otte, Pat Struble, James Crowley, Rick Brown, Bob Richard, and Denis Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Glenn Rodden and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  Councilor Naasz and City Attorney Brenon Odle was absent from the meeting.
City Administrator Rodden went over hand outs with Council for the City’s health insurance options are for April 1, 2011 through March 31, 2012 and what the City currently pays out in health insurance premiums.  The options presented were three triple options and a high deductible plan that employees could choose from.  City Administrator Rodden explained that currently the City pay 95% of the health insurance and the employees contributes 5%.  This year health insurance claims were considerably high and the City is facing a 21% increase in premiums if the City keeps the current health insurance plan.  City Administrator Rodden explained that the City did not budget for this high of an increase in premiums and the City’s portion would be 85% of option three on the triple option and the employees would have to contribute 15%.
Officer Schaefer Fraley asked if next year when health insurance renews if the employees could get more notice with the health insurance premiums because two weeks’ notice does not give employees enough notice to change their budget when they are faced with paying considerably higher health insurance premiums.  Officer Fraley also asked how the increase in health insurance premiums the employees are paying out affected the wage study that was conducted last year.  City Administrator Rodden explained that Blue Cross Blue Shield does not report claims through-out the year and Charles Krull with Blue Cross Blue Shield reports total claims and premium increase approximately 60 days before renewal date.  City Administrator Rodden also said the premium increase did not affect the wage study that was conducted last year.
A motion to adjourn the Council meeting was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Shumate.  Motion passed 7-0.  The meeting ended at 7:42 p.m.
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