BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 1, 2011
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on March 1, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Council President Pat Struble called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Frank Delka, Matt Otte, Pat Struble, Tom Naasz, James Crowley, Rick Brown, Bob Richard, and Denis Shumate. Also present were, City Administrator Glenn Rodden, and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  Mayor Rebecca Koster, and City Attorney Brenon Odle was absent at the meeting.
Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee, Ronnie Sporleder, Ryan Stocker, Lynn Miller, Chris Jones, Llyod Littrell, and Mike Haeffele.
Councilor Pat Struble gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Councilor Matt Otte thanked City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Clerk Amanda Lomax, and Deputy City Clerk Sumi Sneath for the worksheet that was put together for the health insurance.  Councilor Crowley asked if there was any progress on the intake for the waterline.  Interim Director of System Operations, Ronnie Sporleder, said that they have the concrete slabs made for them but they have to wait for the river to go down to put them in.  Councilor Brown said that the Law Enforcement Center at the North Campus was making good progress and asked City Administrator Rodden on way the Cafeteria where the Library is going was not making good progress.  City Administrator Glenn Rodden said that the Library board was still in the design stages of their plans and hopes to be moved in by this time next year.  

City Administrator Rodden reported on the following items:  1. Steering Committee will meet again next week to work on final plans for the North Campus. 2. Personnel Committee, City Administrator Glenn Rodden provided copies of job applications for the Council that is on the personnel committee for the Director positions that are open with electric, water, and waste-water.  3.  Water line replacement project; City Administrator Glenn Rodden said he has been working with Schwab-Eaton on timeline study to approach the project on the replacement of the waterlines.  To fund this project there is are state revolving loans with current rate of 4.5%.  There is also a block grant to apply for that might fund some of this project.
The Consent Agenda consisted of February 15, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes, February 23, 2011 Special Council Meeting Minutes and Appropriations 3A. Councilor Crowley wanted a change on the February 15, 2011 minutes correcting Washington to Holton.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas:  Brown, Shumate, Otte, Struble, Naasz, Delka, Crowley, and Richard.  Nays: None.  

Staff is recommending Council approve the Vertical Turbine Pump from Layne-Christensen for $17,243.45.  The pump is a river intake pump for the water plant.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Delka to approve the Vertical Turbine Pump from Laynne-Christensen for $17,243.45.  Motion carried 7-1.  Nays: Councilor Otte.
Staff is recommending Council approve a Wire bid from Graybar Electric for $13,272.00.  The wire is needed to put new wire at the North Campus.  A motion was made by Councilor Richard and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the Wire bid.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending Council approve a Transformer bid from Graybar Electric for $47,830.27.  The new transformers should help reduce line losses in the electric distribution system.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Richard to approve the Transformer bid.  Motion carried 7-1.  Nays: Councilor Otte.

Staff is recommending Council approve a Sewer Line Bid from Water Products for $2,351.66.  The sewer line is part of the Mill Street reconstruction project for 2011.  A motion was made by Councilor Otte and seconded by Councilor Crowley to approve the Sewer Line bid.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays: None.

Staff is recommending Council approve a Water fittings and pipe bid from Water Products for $33,149.70.  The water fittings and pipe will be used on the Mill Street project in 2011.  A motion was made by Councilor Otte and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the water fittings and pipe bid.  Motion carried 8-0.  Nays: None.

Staff is recommending Council approve the bid from Beloit Auto for a 2011 Dodge Charger police car for $24,325.00.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve the police car bid.  Motion carried 7-1.  Nays:  Councilor Otte.
Staff is recommending Council approve the Health Insurance Renewal from Blue Cross Blue Shield.  Staff is also recommending that the employee contribution start at 15% of option 3 and employees would have four options to choose from having employees pick up the difference.  A motion was made by Councilor Naasz and seconded by Councilor Otte to approve the health insurance renewal from Blue Cross Blue Shield.  Motion carried 8-0. Nays:  None.
A motion was made by Councilor Richard and seconded by Councilor Naasz to adjourn the Council Meeting.  Motion passed 8-0.  The meeting ended at 7:54 p.m.
The work session began at 7:58 p.m.  Present were Councilors Brown, Delka, Struble, Richard, Crowley, Naasz, Otte, and Shumate.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.

Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee, Lynn Miller, Ryan Stocker, Chris Jones, and Mike Haeffele.
Trudy Collins with Beloit Plumbing and Heating was present to discuss property maintenance with Council.  Mrs. Collins explained to the Council that plumbing and heating businesses around town including Beloit Plumbing and Heating take calls from tenants with broken furnaces that their landlords will not fix so the tenants are sometimes without heat for days during the winter.  Mrs. Collins said that most of the tenants who call them are financially disadvantaged and have no other place to go; and unfortunately, it is mostly homes with small children, the mentally challenged, and the elderly.  Code Enforcer Chris Jones said that some other towns do have a property maintenance code and that they are enforceable and each city has to tailor the ordinance to their own special needs.  The property maintenance will be brought back next council meeting for more discussions.
Heather Johnson with the Pool Committee updated Council on the progress of the pool.  Heather Johnson told Council that the Pool Committee is recommending that the potential site for the new pool be located at the Chautauqua Park.  Heather explained the committee had three reasons for this decision.  1. The 56% of the pool surveys wanted the park.  2. Several people had strong comments for keeping the existing location.  3. The Pool Committee did not want the new pool to fail when it came to a vote this summer because of the location.

Director of Parks and Recreation, Lynn Miller, presented to Council about purchasing gym floor tiles.  Lynn was approached by Kent Miller with Farmway Coop, Inc about wanting nice floor tiles for the gym in the Municipal Building; Farmway Coop, Inc is holding their annual meeting in the gym the end of April.  Kent Miller said that Farmway Coop, Inc was willing to contribute $7,000.00 towards the floor tiles.  Lynn quoted different companies who supply this special floor tiles and had a bid of approximately $13,000.00.  Lynn was also looking into asking other organizations who use the gym to see if they would be willing to donate money as well.  
Director of Transportation, Mike Haeffele, presented to Council about a bridge located on East Main Street of Beloit.  Mike told Council that that particular bridge is in need of repair; the bridge was built in 1930 or 1940 and concrete is falling off and there is exposed rebar.  Mike recommended to Council to hire outside contractors to repair the bridge since the Transportation Department did not have the time because of other projects going on and they did not have all the equipment needed to repair the bridge.
City Administrator, Glenn Rodden, presented to Council about the power plant cooling towers.  City Administrator Rodden told Wilson and Company to go forward with their proposal for the cooling towers.  The cooling tower proposal will be brought back to Council next meeting for formal action.

Police Chief, Ryan Stocker, presented to Council the 2010 year end police report.

Work Session Ended 8:52 p.m.

_____________________________
PAT STRUBLE, Council President
ATTEST:

_____________________________
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