BELOIT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 3, 2011
The Beloit City Council met in regular session on May 3, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Rebecca Koster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Bob Richard, Denis Shumate, Frank Delka, James Crowley, Pat Struble, and Matt Otte.  Also present were, City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle, and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  City Council members Tom Naasz, and Rick Brown was absent from the meeting.
Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee, Lynn Miller, Kendal Francis, Mike Haeffele, Ronnie Sporleder, Ryan Stocker, and Chris Jones.
Mayor Koster gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Koster reported that a person asked her if Beloit would be interested in an air show once the airport got revamped.  Mayor Koster and City Administrator Rodden have discussed  taking public comment off the Council meeting agenda and that a person who wanted to have public comment contact City Administrator Rodden to be put on the agenda.  Mayor Koster also wanted to remind people that school will be letting out for the summer soon and to watch out for kids.  Councilor Struble wanted to remind people about the prayer date on May 5, 2011 starting at 6:30 am with Dr. Willis.  Councilor Crowley thought it was great the Beloit Relays and the City Wide garage sales were on the same weekend and thought it was great for the community to have everybody out.  Councilor Crowley thought it was great that the water crew got the water line up to 12th Street already.  Councilor Otte had the opportunity to go to the Janis Lee reception and showed her pictures of the North Campus.  Councilor Otte was happy to see a complaint dealt with in regards to a scoreboard going up.  Councilor Otte was disappointed that he did not receive a balance sheet like the department heads get in his packet like he requested.  
City Administrator Rodden reported on the following items:  1. Mill Street project the sewer crew is making progress and Transportation is taking off bricks on Mill Street; the project is moving along and have not had weather delays.  2.  Manske Project, City Administrator Rodden said they would have plans to him by the end of the week.  3.  Power Plant Cooling towers have not heard any updates from Wilson and Company recently.  4.  The Law Enforcement Project needs drainage tubing and that was not part of the contract agreement with the contractors; the Transportation Department will be putting in the drainage tubing.  The next Council Meeting Chief Stocker will have a report on the Police Department’s new computer system and a report about a stop sign.  5.  K-14 Project, John Cashatt with Schwab-Eaton is working on the engineering for the project coming up this summer.
Public Comment:  David Chase commented that the hospital construction was cleaned up and it was discussed before about putting in a side walk at 10th Street to Catlins and thought maybe it could be discussed next year about possibly getting that done.  David Chase also wanted to ask if public comment got taken away if the Mayor and Council would allow people to make comments on various sections on the agenda.  Mayor Koster responded if people raise their hands.
The Consent Agenda consisted of April 19, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes, and Appropriations 5A.  Councilor Crowley noted some revisions on the minutes, and Councilor Richard seen a typo. A motion was made by Councilor Struble and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Struble, Richard, Shumate, Otte, Delka, and Crowley.  Nays: None.  

A motion was made by Councilor Otte and seconded by Councilor Struble to proclaim May 2011 as Mental Health Month in the City of Beloit.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending that Council approve the City’s Insurance coverage with Fouts Insurance for $279,055.00.  The insurance is for the City’s annual premiums for property, vehicle, and liability coverage.  A motion was made by Councilor Shumate and seconded by Councilor Richard to approve insurance coverage with Fouts Insurance for $279,055.00.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending that Council approve a meter bid tester from Power Metrix for $33,845.00.  The meter tester equipment will be used to test electrical lines to help reduce line loss.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Richard.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending that Council approve hiring summer employees for the Parks and Recreation Department.  A motion was made by Councilor Otte and seconded by Councilor Crowley to approve the hiring of summer employees for the Parks and Recreation Department.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending that Council approve a contract with Schwab-Eaton for engineering services for $128,200.00.  The engineering service with Schwab-Eaton is for the waterline project.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Shumate to approve the engineering contract with Schwab-Eaton for $128,200.00.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
Staff is recommending that Council deny the property owner of unfit structures located at 316 and 320 W 3rd Street a 60 day extension that was requested last meeting.  A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Shumate to table the unfit structure action until next Council meeting May 17, 2011 until an actual cost for abatement was quoted to make the structures secure.  Motion carried 6-0.  Nays:  None.
A motion was made by Councilor Struble seconded by Councilor Otte for a Closed Session for preliminary consideration of non-elected personal consisting of the Governing Body, City Administrator Glenn Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle, and Director of Electric Operations Ronnie Sporleder for a period of 15 minutes. Motion passed 6-0.  Starting time began at 7:55 p.m. ended at 8:10 p.m.  No motions or decisions were made.
A motion was made by Councilor Richard and seconded by Councilor Shumate to adjourn the Council Meeting.  Motion passed 6-0.  The meeting ended at 8:13 p.m.
The work session began at 8:13 p.m.  Present were Councilors Delka, Struble, Richard, Crowley, and Otte.  Also present were City Administrator Rodden, City Attorney Brenon Odle, and City Clerk Amanda Lomax.  Denis Shumate was absent from the meeting.

Department heads in attendance were Murray McGee, Chris Jones, and Mike Haeffele.
Verlin Kolman was present to discuss with Council the progress of the new Library.  Mr. Kolman said it would be six weeks before working prints of the new Library would be sent to the Library Board and that the Library was applying for a tax credit grant with a deadline of May 6, 2011.  
Code Enforcement Officer Chris Jones and City Attorney Brenon Odle presented Council with revisions of the property maintenance code.  Language about private properties was removed and City Attorney Odle will change the section 5 of the code to specify landlords.  The property maintenance code will be for the purpose of rental properties and an ordinance will be brought back next meeting for approval.

City Administrator Glenn Rodden presented to Council utility rates from other second class cities for comparison of Beloit’s utility rates.  City Administrator Rodden is recommending that the franchise fee get passed on to the utility customer.  City Administrator Rodden is also recommending that the franchise fees get passed on when utility rates get evaluated when final cost figures for the waterline and cooling tower projects come in.
City Administrator Rodden brought up the Council Retreat for this summer.  City Administrator Rodden did not have a set date and was going to meet with John Devine next week about possible dates.

City Administrator Rodden presented Council with the many employees that are topped out and employees who are about topped out on the pay scale.  City Administrator Rodden is recommending that wages get re-evaluated every three years in lieu of COLA raises; the next evaluation would be next year.  The COLA raises will be presented next Council meeting for approval.

The 2011 1st Quarterly Treasures report was given to council for review and also the April Community Development report.

Work Session Ended 8:55 p.m.

_____________________________
REBECCA KOSTER, Mayor
ATTEST:

_____________________________

AMANDA LOMAX, City Clerk
